
Betty Padgett House
March 25, 1929 - February 23, 2026

Betty Padgett House died peacefully at home in Houston, TX on February 23,
2026, just shy of 

 her 97th birthday. 
 

Betty Jean Padgett was born on March 25th, 1929 in San Antonio, TX to
Chester and Mary Wood Padgett. She is survived by her daughter Melissa
Cox Macklin and husband Gianmario Travella, her son-in-law Charles
Reedstrom, her grandsons Richard Ashley George Reedstrom and wife Sarah
Naseman and their children Kathryn, Samson and Andrew, Kirk Alexander
Reedstrom and wife Sarah Duet, her niece Janice Younger Kinter and son
Jordan Kinter and husband William Merriam, her nephew Darrell Wayne
Younger and wife Becky, cousin Nancy Wood Hixon and husband Carter, son
Chris and his wife Kathy, and step-son Mark House and wife Sandy and their
children and grandchildren. She is preceded in death by many loved ones,
notably her beloved husband E. Marcus House and eldest daughter Rev. Dr.
Suzanne Cox Reedstrom, and her sister Annette Padgett Younger and
husband Dewey. 

 

Betty graduated from Hotwells High School in 1946, where she was voted by
her classmates 

 as “Best All-Around Girl”. She went on to attend Trinity University in San
Antonio and North 



Texas State College in Denton, TX. 
 

Coming of age during the War years profoundly influenced the rest of her life.
She was an 

 original bobby-soxer who swooned over Frank Sinatra and danced to the
music of the big 

 bands and the American songbook, which she considered the indisputable
best music of all 

 time. This generation, nicknamed the Greatest Generation, is an accurate
depiction of who 

 Betty House was. She lived her convictions daily. Enjoying a successful career
as a corporate officer of Galveston-Houston Company, she was instrumental
in taking the company public in 1980. However, she found real meaning and
purpose in her family and in her deep faith, which she cultivated over a
lifetime. 

 

Betty was a longtime member of First Christian Church where she held
various lay leadership 

 positions and was very active in the Christian Women’s Fellowship. Later, she
and Marcus 

 followed Suzy to Memorial Drive United Methodist Church where she took part
in her cherished 

 Thursday morning Bible study led by Suzy until her death, and was a member
of the Bridge 

 Builders Sunday school class. 
 

Along with her beloved daughters, Suzy and Melissa, she was especially
proud of her two 

 grandsons, Richard and Kirk, who brought her such joy, and was privileged to
be a great- 

 grandmother to Richard and Sarah’s three children. 



Betty touched the lives of so many and was fortunate to have long and lasting
friendships that 

 sustained her throughout her years. An avid reader, Betty never stopped
learning and enjoyed life to the fullest, always looking for the positive and the
beauty in this world. She loved to cook and entertain and garden, and was
able to travel the world, but she loved being home with her family and close
friends the most. Hers was a beautiful example of a life well-lived. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations to the Blanton-Davis
Ovarian Cancer 

 Research Program in memory of Suzanne Cox Reedstrom, MD Anderson
Cancer Center, PO 

 Box 4486, Houston, TX 77210-4486. 
 

A memorial service honoring and celebrating the life of Betty House will be
held on Friday, April 

 10, 2026 at 11am at Memorial Drive United Methodist Church, 12955
Memorial Drive, Houston, 

 TX 77079. 
 

Visit www.DettlingFuneral.com to leave words of condolence for the family.
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Memorial Service

APR 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

Memorial Drive United Methodist Church
12955 Memorial Dr
Houston, TX 77079
(713) 468-8356
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April 09 at 03:27 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Betty Padgett House.

April 09 at 12:32 PM

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased
for the family of Betty Padgett House.

Mary McCulloch White - April 08 at 05:10 PM

Melissa, your mother was truly wonderful, and I am so sorry for your
loss. Please know that Brad and I are thinking of you and your
family during this difficult time. Blessings, Mary McCulloch White

KG

Kathryn Younger Gehbauer - April 10 at 12:06 AM

Darrel Younger & Janice Kinter, No doubt your Aunt Betty was a
special person to you. Your Mom was quite special, as well. May your
wonderful memories help during this time of loss. 

 Kathryn Younger Gehbauer 
 (Your Dad’s Cousin)

https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mark & Sandy House - March 04 at 09:04 AM

2 files added to the tribute wall

karen hendley - March 03 at 10:23 PM

Sending much love to all the family. Thinking of you all 

Karen Hendley - March 03 at 10:14 PM

Betty treated me as one of her daughters and I felt like a sister to
Suzy and Melissa. She included me for dinners quite often- and
what good dinners they were, even after she had worked all day. It
meant so much to me to attend and participate in church with her
family. She taught me a lot about sewing and helped me with many
projects. She did not hesitate to make my wedding dress with only a
month's notice. We were very close so I didn't hesitate to ask her
either. I will miss her dearly.


