Elaine Mantooth Fleming

October 10, 1925 - June 13, 2019

She was born Gloria Elaine Rogers on October 10, 1925 in Ganado, Texas to
Owen and Nell Rogers. When she graduated from Ganado High School in
1943, her parents put her on a train to Kingsville, Texas to enroll in Texas
College of Arts & Industries (now Texas A&M Kingsville) where she majored in
biology and chemistry. In a lab class, she shared a microscope with a young
veteran who had just returned from service in Europe in World War Il and fell
in love. In March 1946, she married James Lynwood Mantooth shortly before
she graduated college with honors. They moved to Dickinson, Texas where
Elaine taught fifth grade and Lyn coached football before she began medical
school at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

Elaine wanted to be a doctor as long as she could remember. She was one of
only nine women in her 1957 graduating class.

Despite the fact that some people may have considered her a novelty at the
time, she racked up many accomplishments, both personal and professional.
Although a local newspaper once referred to her as “a lady doctor,” she never
let the label define her.

She was a partner in the Magliolo Clinic in Dickinson for many years before
opening her own practice in 1973. She became one of the first practicing staff
members at the Galveston County Memorial Hospital (how Mainland Center



Hospital). Elaine was the first woman to serve as president of both the
Galveston County Medical Society as well as the Galveston Chapter of the
Texas Academy of General Practice. She was the first woman to be chosen
as Chief of Staff at the Galveston County Memorial Hospital.

In 1979, she became a specialist in emergency medicine and served as
Director of Emergency Medicine at Mainland Center Hospital in Texas City as
well as at San Jacinto Methodist Hospital in Baytown. She retired in
December 19809.

Her greatest joy in life was being a mother. Her two children were born soon
after she began her medical practice and they often spent time after school at
her office, doing homework and talking to her about their school day. She and
Lyn would regularly take the kids along while they played a few rounds of golf;
they all enjoyed many adventures on their trips to summer camp.

“Dr. Mantooth” became “Dr. Fleming” when she married Dr. George Fleming in
1984 after Lyn’s death. George was a hospital administrator at Houston
Methodist and the ‘Doctors Fleming’ had many common friends and interests
that they enjoyed in 19 years of marriage until his death in 2003.

In 2004, UTMB recognized the establishment of The Elaine Mantooth
Fleming, M.D. Endowed Professorship in Emergency Medicine.

She was a true pioneer who helped light a path for others. She never
expected to get ahead because of what she was. Instead, she chose to
distinguish herself by who she was: a dedicated, compassionate professional.

Although she routinely dealt with tragedy, death and ilinesses, she was
forever an optimist, always finding something good in everything. Elaine’s
kindness touched many people during her remarkable life. She never stopped



caring for those around her; she was loving and gracious until the very end.

Preceding her in death are her parents, her brother Owen Rogers, Jr., her
sister in law Ann Rogers; and her husband Lyn Mantooth and her husband
George Fleming.

She is survived by her daughter Debbie Stricklin and her husband Don; her
son James Lynwood Mantooth, Jr., and his wife Taryn; her stepson George
Fleming and his wife Janis; and her stepson Scott Fleming and his wife Kate;
and her grandchildren Kati, Matt, Erin and Tyler Fleming.

Our special thanks to Houston Methodist as well as to all of her caregivers
that she loved so much at Atria Westchase and Colonial Oaks Westchase.

Visitation is Monday, June 17 from 6-8 pm at Dettling Funeral Home, 14094
Memorial Drive, Houston, Texas 77079. Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Tuesday, June 18 at 10 am at St. Cyril of Alexandria, 10503
Westheimer Rd., Houston, Texas 77042.
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Mass Of Christian Burial
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Gloria Elaine Mantooth Fleming must have been born on a sunny
day.

She was the most optimistic person | have ever known. She had her
challenges in raising two children and loosing two husbands. She
took on the challenge of being one of the very few UTMB women
graduates of her time. UTMB honored her with a distinguished
professorship in her honor which she richly deserved. She brought
Skill and compassion in medical care to emergency rooms along the
Gulf Coast.

But what impressed me the most is how optimistic she always was.
Elaine was very social and enjoyed old friends and new friends all
along the way. After her husband George died she moved into a
apartment unit for the elderly where she organized and threw daily
happy hours at her apartment. She even got in trouble with her
daughter Debbie for exceeding her happy hour budget. She was not
a big drinker herself but all enjoyed her happy hours. She had a little
dog named Tinker who she gave a nip of Vodka to from time to

time. It was not unusual for Tinker to stagger off to bed after
imbedding.

When | went to see Elaine | came to think that | got more out of my
visit than she did. She always cheered me up and her optimism was
infectious. | generally came away from my visits with Elaine in better
spirits than when our visits started.

Gloria Elaine Mantooth Fleming must have been born on a sunny
day.

George Fleming

George Fleming - June 18, 2019 at 02:48 PM



The legacy of Dr. Elaine Mantooth Fleming will live on through her
family, friends, and coworkers. | met her working at Galveston
County Memorial Hospital. She was kind to me. Prayers and peace
to the family. Barbara Moore Holbrook Clark.

Barbara Clark - June 17, 2019 at 03:13 PM

She was my Doctor for many years. Prayers
to all of her family.

W

Nina Knight - June 16, 2019 at 04:22 PM

Carol Pauls Marshall lit a candle in memory of

Elaine Mantooth Fleming

Carol Pauls Marshall - June 16, 2019 at 03:48 PM

Ed and Sally, Joe and Cindy Fleming purchased
the Your Light Shines for the family of Elaine

Mantooth Fleming .

Ed and Sally, Joe and Cindy Fleming - June 15, 2019 at 01:35
PM
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https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1381&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Elaine Mantooth Fleming .

June 15, 2019 at 12:51 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Elaine Mantooth Fleming .

June 15, 2019 at 11:12 AM

Our hearts and prayers go out to Elaine !
Fleming extended family. Elaine will forever
hold a special place in our hearts. She and
George are together once again and this time
it is forever. It was our honor and pleasure to
have them as next door neighbors for twelve years at Bal Harbor in
Nassau Bay, Texas. Sincerely, Shirley and Coy Martin

Shirley Martin - June 14, 2019 at 06:45 PM

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the
family of Elaine Mantooth Fleming .

June 14, 2019 at 05:45 PM
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