James Hastings DeNike

March 12, 1932 - January 18, 2021

James Hastings DeNike passed peacefully in Dallas, TX on January 18, 2021.
Jim was born on March 12, 1932 at Lutheran Hospital in Manhattan, NY to
Redmond and Louise DeNike. After his parents passed early in Jim’s life he
was raised by George and Christina DeNike. Jim graduated St John'’s
University in 1953 cum laude with a BS degree in chemistry. He immediately
got a job with Shell Chemical Co. as a chemist in Deer Park, TX. Ironically, he
was drafted by the army the following year and trained to be a medic at Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio. Jim moved with Shell to Houston, TX in 1970
and he rose up the ranks to become Vice President of Shell Oil when he
retired in 1991. Jim and his wife Dorothy were active members of the Catholic
Diocese of Houston and specifically St. Cecilia’s parish. Over the decades he
was active in Sam Houston Council, B.S.A., Serra Club of Houston and
helped found Houston Chapter of St. John’s Alumni.

Jim was a loving husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. He is
preceded in death by the love of his wife Dorothy Post, son William and sister
Joan DeNike Donovan. Jim is survived by his six other children, James R
DeNike, Mary DeNike, Ann D Clark, Jane L DeNike, Frances C DeNike,
Patricia D Jones, his cherished grandchildren, Sarah DeNike, Natalie DeNike,
Clara Zavani, Jaime DeNike, Jack and Daphne Jones and great grandchild
Liam Jedlicka.

In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to the Serra Club of Houston or
the Alzheimer’s Association (act.alz.org/donate).



The Funeral Mass celebrating Jim’s life will be held Friday, January 29, 2021
at 10:00 AM at St. Cecilia Catholic Church, 11720 Joan of Arc Dr., Houston,
TX 77024. Mr. DeNike will be laid to rest at Memorial Oaks Cemetery
following Holy Mass. Due to COVID concerns the mass will also be live
streamed at the following link: https://youtu.be/RwKIGyEJArc
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My family has been intertwined with the DeNike's even before we
both moved from Long Island to Houston. New Yorkers dropped into
Texas courtesy of Shell Oil Company. We even shared a beloved
grandmother, Louise Perry. Through the many exchanges over
many years, | well remember Mr. DeNike--an enigmatic figure to
me: at once serious and joyfully intent that those who visited his
large home were welcomed with food, drink, and swimming. | do
recall, however, that he insisted on grilling hamburgers a bit rare for
my young and undiscerning palate. But hamburgers there were
aplenty and more much besides. As we grew older it became more
and more apparent that Mr. DeNike possessed an unstinting love
for his children as each traveled his or her varied path, some
smooth, some less so. Like a large and craggy rock he stood. If one
memory stands out it was how he towered over but never
overshadowed his diminutive wife--the gloriously unforgettable Mrs.
DeNike. How my parents and Jim and Dottie loved to talk after
mass at St. Cecilia's as we baked in the car.

May God bless her, and may God bless him--again united.

Jim Keating on the behalf of the Keating Family.

James Keating - January 26, 2021 at 08:38 PM



