
Karen Elaine Gibbons
October 30, 1954 - May 9, 2025

Karen Elaine Gibbons or Chibi Brown as her family nicknamed her was born
on October 30, 1954 in El Paso, Texas where she attended Irvin High School
and graduated with the class of 1972. She attended the University of Texas at
El Paso and was selected as a freshman cheerleader and joined the Chi
Omega Sorority. She graduated in 1977, with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Journalism and became an employee of KTSM Television Media as an
Administrative Assistant to its owner and president. 

Karen left El Paso in 1978 for Houston, Texas and began working in banking
and finance, where she worked for Texas Commerce Bank. 

In 1980 came the arrival of le Breton fou (silly Brit); as she later called him
from London. 

 

They got along so well – too well. However, Clive was sent back to London six
years later, but the romantic feel saw Karen in England working for American
Airlines. They married on the 25th of November 1989 in England. Continuing
until 1998 when New York lured them back to the USA. 

 

There they settled in Norwalk Connecticut. She became President of the
Junior League of Norwalk. Cool Connecticut weather was not idyllic for a
southern lady. When retirement came for Clive in 2008, they moved to



Houston. 
 

Karen’s sense of community and realistic expectations of others saw her
President of the Women’s Club in Houston as well as President of the
Community in Florida where they had bought a Condo. 

 

She loved travel and continued to travel both domestically and internationally
with Clive and friends. 

 

She loved Christmas, decorating at least 2 Christmas Trees wherever she
lived. 

 

Her sense of humor attracted others, always finding the funny side to most
things but serious when needed. 

 

In 2021 a Cancer diagnosis was made, and she was determined to fight,
which she did without complaint or fuss. 

A sympathetic but realistic approach to life, this fun loving and infectious
spiritual lady loved animals, especially dogs but never owned one -she liked
other people’s. She was simply special to many people and irreplaceable to
Clive. 

 

She leaves behind a sister, Dr. Nancy Garcia Tafoya of Las Cruces, New
Mexico, her nieces Audry Tafoya, of Las Cruces, New Mexico, and Claudia
Garcia Strang of Schertz, Texas, grandnieces, Adriana and Elliana Strang. 

She was preceded in death by her mother, Ofelia Reyes Hall in 2008, lifetime
resident of El Paso, Texas and brother Randolph R. Garcia in 2018, a Purple
Heart recipient and Vietnam Veteran. also of El Paso, Texas. 



In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Karen's favorite charitable
organization https://dogcopilot.org/



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 21. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Memorial Drive United Methodist Church (Friendship Ct)
12955 Memorial Dr
Houston, TX 77079



Tribute Wall
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barry - May 29, 2025 at 04:42 PM

It's so nice to read these lovely memories of Karen and wonderful
stories we otherwise never would have known. All our love to Clive
and family. Barry and Corrine

Janice Faire - May 20, 2025 at 08:51 AM

Karen was my dear friend for 47 years. She was such a fun person
to know and I have many good memories. I truly admired her spirit
as she battled cancer. She never whined or complained, but just
fought it as hard as she could. I miss her terribly.

KE

KEIKO - August 05, 2025 at 03:43 PM

Karen was my dear friend since third grade at Robert E Lee
Elementary. We lost touch when she moved to England and I moved
too our friend shop was deep and I loved her like a sister. She spent
the weekends and summers with my family. Miss her dearly.
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Steve and Linda Fuller - May 17, 2025 at 11:50 AM

We met Karen through Clive and became firm friends.This
friendship grew . 

 and we were privileged to attend their wedding which was a joyous
occasion.When they went to America we kept in touch and this led
to us visiting on a regular basis with trips together all over America
with Karen leading the way and leaving us with incredible
memories. 

 In 2021 Karen was diagnosed with cancer but typical Karen she
took on the fight with bravery and determination to beat it. In 2023
we flew to Florida to meet up with them both and as usual had a
wonderful time. 

 We will miss her company Friendship and humor RIP dear Karen 
 Love Steve and Linda

Karen & John Salveta - May 17, 2025 at 11:07 AM

Karen & John Salveta purchased the Dawn of Re
membrance Basket for the family of Karen Elaine
Gibbons.

Karen Schuessler - May 16, 2025 at 08:09 AM

Clive and family, My condolences to all of you. Karen was an
amazing person and had a remarkable life full of love, travel and
adventure. Her playful personality and vibrant spirit touched all who
knew her. She was a fabulous friend to me and her legacy of
laughter and love will always be with me. I wish all of her loved ones
peace and comfort. 
 
Love, Karen Schuessler

https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1458&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

