Leo Donald Maus

March 21, 1941 - September 21, 2025

Leo Donald Maus, a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and man of deep
faith, passed away peacefully on September 21, 2025, in Houston, Texas, at
the age of 84. Born on March 21, 1941, in Raleigh, North Carolina, to Tony P.
Maus and Julia Henderson Maus, Don lived a life marked by service, intellect,
and unwavering love for his family, church, and God.

Don attended Catholic schools from kindergarten through college, graduating
from the University of Notre Dame in 1963 with a degree in electrical
engineering, cum laude. A member of Navy ROTC during his college years,
he entered the Navy in June 1963 and served honorably for six years, retiring
as a lieutenant. He was selected to work on the engineering of nuclear
submarines under Admiral Rickover in Washington, D.C.

It was in D.C. that Don met the love of his life, Jacqueline Richards. They
married on May 25, 1968. Don and Jackie welcomed their first child, Beth, on
February 26, 1969, in Bethesda, Maryland.

After completing his Navy service, Don and Jackie moved to Narragansett ,
Rhode Island, where Don pursued a doctorate in ocean engineering at the
University of Rhode Island. While at URI, the couple welcomed their second
daughter, Jennifer, on December 7, 1971. Don received his Ph.D. in May,
1973, and the family relocated to Houston, Texas.



Don joined Exxon as an offshore engineer in 1975 and enjoyed a
distinguished career in the offshore oil industry with ExxonMobil, contributing
to innovative projects and earning recognition for his expertise in subsea
engineering, holding multiple patents in offshore technology until his
retirement in 2000.

Don was always devoted to his faith. He spent many years teaching CCD
(faith formation) with Jackie. He was a consistent lector and volunteered early
mornings, worshiping at Eucharistic Adoration.

Retirement for Don was not a time of leisure but of purposeful action. While
many retirees pursue hobbies like golf or travel, Don built a church. He
consulted on and managed the construction of the new and modernized main
chapel at St. John Vianney Catholic Church in Houston, pouring his
engineering skills and faith into creating a sacred space for the greater
community.

An avid historian and collector, Don authored the book "History Writ in Steel,"
a comprehensive study of German police markings 1900-1936, published in
2009. He also dedicated time to mentoring high school students, sharing his
wisdom and encouraging their pursuits in science, engineering, and faith.

Devoted to many things during his life, but none more so than his family, his
church, and his God—and, of course, Notre Dame sports—Don's legacy is
one of quiet strength, humility, and generosity.

Don is survived by his beloved wife of 57 years, Jacqueline Richards Maus;
his daughters, Beth Maus Huston of Pasadena, California, and Jennifer Maus
Shirley of Houston, Texas; and his grandchildren: Will Huston, CJ Huston,
Cassie Huston, Becca Huston, Jay Shirley, and Luke Shirley. He was



predeceased by his parents and a cherished grandchild, Samantha Huston.

Don will be interred at Cedar Grove Cemetery on the campus of the University
of Notre Dame, close enough to hear the echoes and cheer her name forever.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (at www.hookthe
cure.org) are appreciated.

Services to be scheduled soon.



Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 27.6:00 PM (CT)

Dettling Funeral Home
14094 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-2121
david@dettlingfuneral.com

Vigil Service

OCT 27. 7:00 PM (CT)

Dettling Funeral Home
14094 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-2121
david@dettlingfuneral.com

Funeral Mass

OCT 28. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
625 Nottingham Oaks Trail
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-1500


mailto:david@dettlingfuneral.com
mailto:david@dettlingfuneral.com

Reception to Follow Service

OCT 28. 11:30 AM (CT)

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
625 Nottingham Oaks Trail
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-1500



Tribute Wall

Donny Maus lived next door to us in Raleigh when | was growing

up. We were part of the neighborhood gang that loved cowboy stuff,
and once we wrote a cowboy play and converted the Maus
basement into a theater. The only line | remember from the play is
"They went thataway!" Because Donny's dad Tony sold pianos, we'd
occasionally get a disassembled box in which a Steinway had been
sent down to Raleigh from Boston or New York, and turn it into a
clubhouse. Donny was a great guy, and | send my condolences to
his family. David Gullette, Newton, Mass.

David Gullette - April 19 at 04:55 PM

Janna, Perry, PJ and Ryan purchased the Peacef
ul White Lilies Basket for the family of Leo
Donald Maus.

Janna, Perry, PJ and Ryan - October 27, 2025 at 02:23 PM

1 file added to the album tribute wall

Leslie McManus - October 17, 2025 at 05:34 PM
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My husband, Dick McManus, a fellow NROTC student at Notre Dame,
was ‘in the room where it happened’ when dear Don married dear
Jackie! They stayed close for years and years. Don was an amazing
man, with an amazing family. He will be missed for his sweet laugh and
gentle personality. Prayers to Jackie & the family.

Leslie McManus - October 17, 2025 at 05:42 PM

We met Don & Jackie in November. 1996 on a bus in Ireland after a
Notre Dame vs Navy football game. We became friends when we
arrived at breakfast the next morning after a long ride to the Knotty
Pine Playhouse. The fun just kept coming.

On a serious note, Don found out that our son, Mike, was working
on a Civil Engineering PhD. Don told us to have Mike send his CV
to him when he finished. Thus began a career for Mike that has
lasted 25 years. Thanks, Don.

Gail Tognarelli - October 10, 2025 at 12:54 PM
The many long hours | shared with Don in planning the new church
at St. John Vianney were made joyful hours because of his
experience and cooperation in the project. May Our Lord grant him

Joy and peace for all eternity. Fr.Morfin

Fr. John Morfin - September 29, 2025 at 07:39 PM



