Margaret Raye Ayers

January 8, 1934 - May 19, 2020

A true star was born on January 8, 1934. Margaret Raye Ayers passed away
on May 19, 2020. After a lengthy and courageous battle with cancer. Raye
was the first of a set of identical twins born to Sam and Elsie Wilson. During
her high school years at Duncanville High, she played basketball. This was
the start of her successful Basketball career.

While in high school, Raye was named to the Texas All State High School
Basketball team in 1951 and again in 1952. Later, she was inducted into the
Duncanville High School Hall of Honor. After graduation, she was one of the
few females to be recruited for women's sports at the time. Wayland Baptist
College with the infamous "Flying Queens" came calling. In her four years of
college, she set many records. Upon Raye’s arrival in 1953, the Flying queens
set off on a feat yet to be broken. She and her teammates went on to set a
record that still holds today for the most consecutive wins of any amateur in
sports team history. They won an astounding 131 consecutive games and four
national championships. Raye was chosen to the all American team in 1955
and 1956. She and her twin sister, Faye, who joined her at Wayland Baptist
went on to be inducted into the Wayland Baptist Hall of Fame in 2007. Raye
and Faye, also known as the “Twins”,were women trailblazers and set the
tone for all future women in sports. Raye and her teammates were inducted
into the National Women's Basketball Hall of Fame as "Trailblazers of the
Game" in Knoxville, Tennessee in 2013. On September 9th 2019, she and her



fellow teammates were enshrined into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame
as well.

After college, she flew as a stewardess for Continental Airlines. In 1958, she
met the man of her dreams and married Leland Rex Ayers. They went on to
have two sons, Samuel Rex Ayers and Shawn Wilson Ayers.They had a
wonderful marriage.They lived in many places in the US and traveled abroad.
Finally, they settled in Houston to raise their family.

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 54 years, Leland “Rex”
Ayers and her loving son, Shawn Wilson Ayers.

She is survived by her son, Sam, and daughters-in-law ,Claudia Ayers and
Missy Deck; four grandchildren whom she cherished and adored, Grant,
Ashley, Hudson and Logan; her beloved and cherished twin sister, Faye
Wilson Gould and her older sister, Martha Anne Yeager. Close to her heart are
nephews, David and Bobby Ayers and her beloved nieces, Linda Fisher,
Cindy Calhoun, Julie Creel, and Jenifer Gould as well as many friends and
neighbors. A new star now shines in heaven and will be much missed by all
that knew her.

Raye’s life will be celebrated at a small graveside ceremony in Dallas, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to your local girl’s youth sports
organization or a charity of your choice.
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A great and wonderful women who along with her sister have
always provided outstanding support for Wayland athletics and
especially her beloved Flying Queens.

Grace & Peace to the Family,

Greg Feris

Dr. Greg Feris - June 18, 2020 at 11:33 AM



I'm so sorry to hear of Raye's death! She was my teammate at
Wayland in 1955-56, and | held her in very high esteem. | send my
respect and condolence to all the family, and especially to Faye,
who was also my teammate and a very special friend. | hope you
are well, and | wish you the best!!

Margaret Odom Parks

Margaret Odom Parks - June 10, 2020 at 11:33 AM

I am truly saddened to learn of Raye’s passing. She was a true
sister in our Flying Queen family. | know how much she loved all her
family throughout her life. | wish | had had the opportunity to get to
know her better—more than the several visits at events & her home
we had together.

My condolences go out to all her family. She will always be
remembered as one of the “greats” in women'’s basketball and
revered as a sister Flying Queen.

Respectfully & Sadly—-Linda Pickens Price

Flying Queen (1966-69)

President, Hutcherson Flying Queens Foundation

Linda Pickens Price - June 09, 2020 at 06:02 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Margaret Raye Ayers.

May 21, 2020 at 04:27 PM


https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

