Mary Shirley Kraus

May 20, 1931 - August 1, 2018

Mary Shirley Rose Kraus was born May 20, 1931 and died too soon on
August 1, 2018. Shirley was a devoted and loving wife, mother, grandmother,
friend to many, and volunteer extraordinaire.

Born to James William Rose and Josie Mae Price, Shirley was the younger
sister of Gloria LaVonne Rose who preceded her in death. Shirley was a
proud lifelong Houstonian. She was a graduate of John H. Reagan High
School and attended The University of Houston.

While working one summer she met and married Herman A. Kraus on July 9,
1955. This began a love affair that lasted 54 years. Shirley affectionately
referred to Herman as “her Shug” and that is how he was known to her many
friends.

Shirley loved life. She was always smiling, finding the positive in any situation,
and seeing the beauty within everyone she met. Her words of encouragement
lifted spirits and gave inspiration.

Her many hobbies included modeling, dancing, and traveling. She held
memberships in Pi Lambda Chi, The Assistance League, The Knife & Fork
Club, and many other organizations throughout her life.



The church was an integral part of her life. She joined Memorial Drive United
Methodist Church in the early 1970’s with her family. She was an active
member of the United Methodist Women for over 40 years, holding many
circle positions. Her greatest love and gift to the church was teaching children
about the Bible and Jesus in Sunday School. Teaching for over 30 years, she
even taught the children of former students. In honor of Shirley, the church
recognized her with the “Shirley Award” which is given annually to the
Children’s Teacher of the Year.

Shirley was actively involved in the Houston Alumnae Panhellenic Association
and the Houston Alumnae Club of Alpha Gamma Delta since her initiation in
the 1960s. She served as President of the Alpha Gamma Delta Houston
Alumnae Club in 1971-73 and was involved in numerous offices and
committees to the present. For her faithful and continued years of service, she
was bestowed the Honor of Epsilon Pi with Diamonds and Pearls. Serving as
the Delegate for Alpha Gamma Delta in Panhellenic for 33 years, she also
volunteered her time on numerous committees, including Bylaws, Community
Service, Programs, Recruitment Information, Scholarship Selection, Social,
Ways & Means, and Wine Tasting. There was not a position she wasn’t afraid
to take head on. Shirley was distinguished as a Citation Member in 1989 and
is a Past HAPA President (1999-2000). In 2004 she became an Honorary
Board Member, followed by standing as an "Emeritae" in 2010.

Above all else, Shirley had a tremendous love for her children and
grandchildren. She was active in their schools and every organization they
belonged to - PTA, Little League, Scouting, and Booster Clubs. Never one to
miss a game, recital, or important event, she was exceptionally proud of her
family and their individual accomplishments.

Shirley is preceded in death by her husband Herman and is survived by her
son Mike, daughter Kathy, son-in-law Andrew, grandchildren Shelley, Molly



and Nick; along with numerous nieces and nephews.

A memorial service in celebration of Shirley’s life will be held Wednesday,
August 15 at 11:00 a.m., at Memorial Drive United Methodist Church, with a
reception following in the Friendship Court. As a tribute to Shirley, please
consider wearing a shade of pink.

Those wishing to make memorial contributions may direct them to: Houston
Alumnae Panhellenic Foundation, 5868 A-1 Westheimer Road Box 342,
Houston, TX 77257-5641, Alpha Gamma Delta Foundation, 8710 N. Meridian
St., Indianapolis, IN 46260, or the Caring Forever Foundation at MDUMC,
12955 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77079.
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Shirley was one of the most amazing people | have ever had the
honor to spend time with. She was so dedicated to her family and
her volunteer work. And, she was such a joy to be around.

The Krause family is in my thoughts and prayers. She will be greatly
missed by so many!

Diana Burkett - August 14, 2018 at 08:44 PM



Mike and Kathy, | am so sorry for the loss of your amazing mom! |
am so heartbroken about her passing. | loved my “Mrs. Kraus” Poor
Mrs. Davis and your mom didn’t realize that they were going to be
stuck with another daughter while at Stratford. | wouldn’t have made
it out of high school or Spartanaires without your mom’s help and
love! She was one of a kind!

Debbie Franklin Green

Debbie Green - August 12, 2018 at 04:50 PM

Thoughts are with the family but what a full life this Aunt of mine had
as evidenced by the many pictures on this site. | will miss the the
periodic phone calls and family updates. Thankful to have been part
of her life.

ED Kraus

Ed Kraus - August 11, 2018 at 09:17 AM

115 files added to the album LifeTributes

Dettling Funeral Home - August 10, 2018 at 04:42 PM



