Vincent Salvadore "Sonny"
Lovoi

November 20, 1928 - February 25, 2014

Vincent Salvadore “Sonny” Lovoi, 85, of Houston, Texas passed away
peacefully at his home on February 25, 2014. Sonny was born in Fort Smith
Arkansas on November 20, 1928. He attended St. Anne’s Academy in Fort
Smith and graduated in 1946. Following high school, he entered the United
States Marine Corps and proudly served until he enrolled in the University of
Arkansas in 1949. He was a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity and
graduated in 1953 with a Bachelor of Science in Geology. He then worked in
the oil and gas industry for more than 50 years starting with Century
Geophysical. One of his early assignments with Century was in Calgary
Alberta, Canada where he met the love of his life, Alexandra Elizabeth
“Sandra” McManus. Sandra was the oldest daughter of lvan and Margaret
McManus. Sandra and Sonny dated for a few years and married on October
4, 1958, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

Shortly after they married, the couple moved back to the United States with
Sonny working throughout the Gulf Coast for the next decade. It was during
this time that their six children were born in Lafayette, LA, New Orleans, LA,
Corpus Christi, TX and Houston, TX. While with Tenneco Oil, Sonny was
promoted to Chief Geophysicist of the Canadian region and moved the family
to Sandra’s hometown of Calgary in 1968. The family lived in Canada until the
middle of 1974 when Sonny decided to form Lovoi Resources and move back
to Houston.



Sonny had a true zest for life. He loved hunting and fishing, watching sports
and playing cards. He was always up for a party, especially if he could cook or
entertain. Sonny was the most happy when he was around his friends and his
family. While he loved to have fun, his main priority in life was his faith.
Starting in 1974, he was an active member of St. John Vianney Catholic
Church serving in numerous capacities. He was a Eucharistic Minister,
counted the weekly collection, was a member of the Parish Council and
served as President of the Men’s Club. He was a tireless worker for the
church’s various fund raising activities and probably best known for his work in
the kitchen and his participation in a number of church plays. Sonny played an
important role in bringing in the Journey to Damascus to Houston. The
Journey is an ecumenical and spiritual retreat and has changed the lives of
hundreds of people. He was instrumental in recruiting the Journey’s first
Spiritual Director, Father Carl Tenhundfeld. They became very close friends.
He was a faithful member of the Northwest Serra Club. Sonny also possessed
a strong sense of community. He was elected as Harris County Republican
Party Precinct Chairman for his district and served as a Precinct Judge for
several years.

Sonny is survived by his loving wife Sandra and their six children: Michael
Stephen Lovoi and his wife, Catherine; John Vincent Lovoi and his wife,
Megan; Paul Andrew Lovoi and his wife, Monica; Anne-Marie Lovoi Pierce
and her husband, Sandy; Marilyn Lovoi Hoskins and her husband Brett; and
Thomas McManus Lovoi and his wife, Lisa. “Poppy” was also survived and
adored by his nineteen grandchildren; Michael Stephen Lovoi, Jr; Mia
Catherine Lovoi; Mary Margaret Lovoi; John Vincent Lovoi, Jr; Joseph Woods
Lovoi; Olivia Grace Lovoi; Blair Nicole Lovoi; William Thompson Lovoi; Margo
Carrere Lovoi; Luke McManus Lovoi; Jake Andrew Lovoi; Samuel O’Neil
Pierce; Claire Elizabeth Pierce; Benjamin Thomas Pierce; Alexandra Leigh
Hoskins; Hannah Marie Hoskins; Mallory Rae Hoskins; Kate Elizabeth Lovoi;



and Jack McManus Lovoi. Sonny was also survived by his sisters, Mary Ann
McMahon and her husband, David of Fort Smith Arkansas, Dolores Moellers
and her husband, Bob of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, Augustine (Teter) Lovoi, of Fort
Smith, Arkansas and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death
by his parents, Sarino and Ouida Lovoi of Fort Smith, Arkansas, his sister
Antoinette Lovoi Hindman and her husband Fred Hindman of Fort Smith,
Arkansas, his brother, Paul Lovoi and his wife, Gertrude Lovoi, of Tulsa,
Oklahoma and his brother Salvadore of Fort Smith, Arkansas.

The Lovoi family will be present to receive friends Thursday, February 27th
from 5 to 8 PM with a Vigil Service beginning at 7PM at Dettling Funeral
Home, 14094 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77079. A Funeral Mass celebrating
Sonny’s life will be held at St. John Vianney Catholic Church, 625 Nottingham
Oaks Trail, Houston, TX 77079, on Friday, February 28, 2014 at 10:30 am. A
reception will follow mass on the church grounds. A private committal service
will take place at Memorial Oaks Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Memorial Oaks Cemetery

13001 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77079

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 27. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Dettling Funeral Home
14094 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-2121
david@dettlingfuneral.com

Vigil/Rosary

FEB 27. 7:00 PM (CT)

Dettling Funeral Home
14094 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77079

(281) 497-2121
david@dettlingfuneral.com


mailto:david@dettlingfuneral.com
mailto:david@dettlingfuneral.com

Funeral Mass

FEB 28. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
625 Nottingham Oaks Trail
Houston, TX 77079

Reception

FEB 28. 11:30 AM (CT)

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
625 Nottingham Oaks Trail
Houston, TX 77079



Tribute Wall

Vincent Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi

October 08, 2023 at 10:52 AM

Vincent Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi

October 06, 2023 at 01:12 AM

Vincent Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi

October 05, 2023 at 09:45 AM

Vincent Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi

October 05, 2023 at 01:54 AM
Condolences to the Lovoi family. May God be with you and may
loving memories fill your heart with peace and joy. Turning to God in
prayer can be a source of true comfort. Please be assured of God's
love (1 Peter 5:7).

Williams family - March 04, 2014 at 08:14 PM
May the memories of your amazing life together and family give you

peace, Peggy Boston

Peggy Boston - February 28, 2014 at 01:50 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Vincent Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi.

February 27, 2014 at 09:50 AM

Mrs.

| am saddened to learn of the loss of your dear Vincent. Please take
solace in the knowledge that Our Heavenly Father has already
made provision to awaken him from sleep, very soon. This will be to
Eternal life, on a Paradise earth (Mark 5:38-43, Psalms 37:11,29).
Jesus eluded to this future Resurrection at John 5:28,29 when He
said in part, "...Do not be amazed at this, the hour is coming in
which all those in the memorial tombs will hear His voice and come
out...". May this wonderful hope, along with the treasured memories
of your loved one, comfort your broken hearts . God Always keeps
His promises (Titus 1:2), Mrs. D. Ward Michigan For more reliable
Christian information on how to deal with the death of a loved one,
please visit www.jw.org

D. Ward - February 27, 2014 at 02:11 AM
The Garza Brothers and Wives purchased the Tr

opical Tribute Spray for the family of Vincent
Salvadore "Sonny" Lovoi.

The Garza Brothers and Wives - February 26, 2014 at 02:40

PM


https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jw.org/
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1400&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1400&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1400&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Helix Energy Solutions purchased the Beautiful D
reams for the family of Vincent Salvadore
"Sonny" Lovoi.

Helix Energy Solutions - February 26, 2014 at 02:26 PM

John,
Sorry to hear of your loss. My condolences.
Tony Titone

Tony Titone - February 26, 2014 at 02:12 PM

Sandra. Our heart is sad with the loss of Sonny. He was a great leader
of the RFCA and the area voting precinct and will be greatly missed by
all of his many friends. Semper Fi, Son n y!!!

Bill & Lynn King

Bill King - March 03, 2014 at 07:32 PM

Tommy Lightfoot purchased the Peaceful White L
ilies Basket for the family of Vincent Salvadore
"Sonny" Lovoi.

Tommy Lightfoot - February 26, 2014 at 12:56 PM


https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Denise O. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies B
asket for the family of Vincent Salvadore "Sonny"
Lovoi.

Denise O. - February 26, 2014 at 11:08 AM


https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.dettlingfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

